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Doubtless also in both countries the federal system itself
weakens the security of civil liberties since it often leaves
it uncertain where responsibility should lie and where
protection should be sought. Such liberties have usually
civil and criminal aspects, and under the Canadian division
of legislative power they may fall within both Dominion
and provincial jurisdiction, with confusing results. More-
over civil liberties in these countries are weak perhaps because
they were not fought for and won in the same sense as
Englishmen fought for them. They came as part of a great
cultural inheritance, and there is no epic tradition concerning
their triumph in Canada and Australia. That tradition
belongs to the British Isles. At any rate there is here a
prompter appeavl to law than in England, not owing to a
greater exaltation of the state, but simply to an indisposition
to trust the good sense of citizens. All such differences
dwell in subtle shades of thought and in slight divergences of
practice. They must not be unduly magnified, for, it is
almost needless to add, the broad conception of civil freedom
in the Dominions is the same as in England.